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WHY HONORS ?
» Unique and enriched opportunities for intellectual and personal growth

* An interdisciplinary mindset and approach employing a multitude of
academic fields, lenses, and scholarship

» Engage in scholarly public exchange, serve your communities, develop
your social entrepreneurship, spread social capital

» Academic and intellectual regard, programmatic elevation, and an
intentional community attuned to your needs

* Formal mentoring programs where students and peers are matched based
on interest(s)

* An entire College built to facilitate student success in all areas of your
educational experience
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WHO IS "HONORS™

 There is no one “ideal” honors student

* Holistic approach to selecting students including review of academics,
extracurricular activities, community involvement, and personal
statements

* Growth mindset, life-long learners, expansive interests, deep
commitments, self-motivated (intrinsic), takes intellectual risks, serves
others as a natural act, has a passion for learning

» Seeking students who connect with our mission and values and want to
take advantage of the opportunities we provide
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HONORS SOPHOMORE CURRICULUM
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 Two tracks:

+ Honors College Scholar with Distinction (with Capstone)
« Honors College Scholar (no Capstone)

« Honors Mission-based Course (1 required; 1-4 credits)

* Interdisciplinary Honors Seminar (1 required, 3 credits)

« Global Competency Course (1 required, 3+ credits)

« General Honors Courses (2 required, 6+ credits) and SEBS Tutorials
« Service Hours (20 required over first two years)

» Between 13-19 credits total required

* To count as Honors, course grades must be a B or better
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ENRICHED ACADEMICS
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Unigue Courses: +Honors Contract Courses, Embedded Study Abroad, Collaborative Online
International Learning, Cross-Cultural Communities (dedicated / thematic) IHS

Three options for Global Competency: intermediate language, culture course, study abroad

Honors Unbound (two-year themed, collective exploration) extended into the Honors Common
Read (selected by a student committee)

IMPACT! Program Leadership Training, Professional Development programs, Master Classes,
Networking

LGBTQ+ Learning Collaborative and seven other workshops and curricular programs (e.g.
Writing Workshop, Genocide & Human Rights Workshop)

Academic Showcases, academic panels, keystone and endowed lecture series, departmental
presentations

Fellowships and Scholars (60+ HC, national, and international) awards and scholarly
placements

Research and artistry assistantships and scholars' programs
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NETWORK OF SUPPORT
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« School-based Honors College advising, an Honors-dedicated CAPS
Counselor, and coordinated advising programming

» Professional staff of deans, directors, and admin support

« A six-semester scholarship at $2,500 per semester (students must
maintain a minimum 3.25 GPA each semester and cumulatively each
academic year)*

» Additional schnlarshiﬁ support is available, through an application
process, to assist with financial need, research activity (focused on
Capstones), study abroad or away, and emergencies.

* Students receiving Scarlet Guarantee (SG) funding may not see an increase in their overall award eligibility, as SG is considered a
'Ilgsj:btlinlgaf award that is applied after other grants and scholarships to cover all, or a portion of, the remaining costs of tuition and
eligible fees.
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RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY

* OPTIONAL; You could apply to join for Junior or Senior years

« Honors Community Mentors (in all HC residences and
our commuter cohorts)

« Interact with like-minded students (regarding importance of academics,
approach to learning, and living expectations)

* Unigue and responsive programming for social, mental, physical
well-being and development through cohort engagement

« Residential and Affiliated Faculty Fellows (12)
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ENHANCED ENGAGEMENT
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» Coffeehouses, Geek Week, class year-based events, movie nights, Nerd
Night, s'mores, cookouts, service events (local schools and animal
shelters), Snack Nights, and community-building activities

» Scheduled gatherings of the HC Book Club, Film Series, Game Nights,
Dean’s Advisory Committee, Media Team

 Affinity Groups for students interested in connecting with and learning
more about Asian, Black, Latinx, LGBTQ+, International, and Middle Eastern

cultures and identities

» Opportunities to lead as Ambassadors, Honors Community Mentors, Peer
Mentors, Programming Committee, first-generation support, Honors
College interns, and residence hall associations
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HIKING TRIP
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APPLYING FOR SOPHOMORE HONORS
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APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

* an electronic copy of a student’s unofficial RU transcript,
* g personal statement/essay,

* an updated and recent resume, and
* one letter of recommendation from a collegiate-level faculty member”

APPLICATION DATES AND STEPS

* Application OPENS on May 25, 2026

* Application CLOSES on June 15, 2026. No late applications accepted
* Acceptance Date: August 01, 2026

* Sophomore Honors College Advising: August 01 - September 01

A We strongly recommend regular, full-time faculty (TT or NTT); under limited circumstances a Graduate TA or someone in
another instructional position may be used. When in doubt, ASK FIRST.
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APPLYING FOR SOPHOMORE HONORS

Application OPENS on May 25, 2026

HONORSCOLLEGE.RUTGERS.EDU/ADMISSIONS/SOPHOMORES-AND-JUNIORS

Application CLOSES on June 15, 2026
No late applications accepted!
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